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PEPFAR SMALL GRANTS
FOR THE BENEFIT OF PEOPLE LIVING WITH DISABILITIES
NOTICE OF FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

[bookmark: _Hlk33608344]Funding Opportunity Title:	PEPFAR Small Grants for the Benefit of People Living with Disabilities
Funding Opportunity Number:	PSG-MBA-FY19-01
Deadline for Applications: 		June 5, 2020
CFDA Number: 			19.029
Total Amount Available: 		$55,000
Size of the Grant:			$5,000 -$25,000

Program Description 
The Small Grants Office of the U.S. Embassy Eswatini is pleased to announce that funding is available through the Embassy’s PEPFAR Small Grants Program. This is a Notice of Funding Opportunity outlining our funding priorities and the procedure for submitting requests for funding.   Please carefully follow all instructions below.
The Purpose of the PEPFAR Small Grant
The PEPFAR Small Grants Program to support People Living with Disabilities is an initiative that will assist local organizations to implement small scale projects that address issues related to access to the HIV prevention, testing and treatment services.
Preference is given to projects that:
· Support people living with disabilities and their households to decrease vulnerability to risk of becoming HIV-infected
· Link people living with disabilities to HIV related services including prevention, self-testing, treatment
· Implement activities aimed at reducing the discrimination of people living with disabilities and reducing barriers to HIV care & treatment and HIV prevention services
Activities that are not typically funded include, but are not limited to:
· HIV medicines, diagnostics and services 
· HIV Test
· Prevention services and commodity procurement for adolescent friendly/reproductive health/post-rape
· Construction or building improvements, renovations or repairing a facility
· Office equipment such as duplicating machines, computer etc.
· Sports equipment or uniforms for a national sport team
PEPFAR Small Grant Guidelines
· Proposals are due June 5, 2020
· Applicants must be an entirely local/indigenous group
· Individuals, businesses and government entities do not qualify
· Applicants must be non-governmental organizations, community-based organizations, faith-based organizations or community special-interest groups (people with disabilities, people living with HIV/AIDS)
· Organizations that already receive direct funding or substantial support from the PEPFAR program are not eligible
· Small Grants Program Funds should be allocated toward stigma and discrimination, democracy and governance (as related to the national HIV response), HIV prevention, care and support or capacity building. They should not be used for direct costs of treatment.
· Generally, the size of the grants will be between US$5,000 - $25,000. Only under exceptional circumstances will the U.S Embassy award grants above US$25,000.
· Applicants must provide a plan describing how they will accomplish the project. Successful applicants are required to document their work and submit receipts for grant-funds.
· Applicants should complete and submit a grant proposal that includes a proposal summary, introduction to the organization, problem statement, project goals and objectives, program methods and implementation plan, and a project monitoring and evaluation plan.
· Applicants must also complete and submit a detailed, line item budget proposal in addition to their narrative proposal.
· Grantees must complete their projects by August 31, 2021
Please read the Project Guidelines carefully.  If your organization has a project that falls within the Project Guidelines, use the application forms to apply for a grant.  The Project Guidelines can be downloaded from the U.S. Embassy Mbabane website: https://sz.usembassy.gov.  Application Forms (SF 424 Application for Federal Assistance, SF 424A Budget Information and SF 424B Non Constructive Programs ) are available at: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/forms/sf-424-family.html#sortby=1 
Only applications submitted using the provided forms will be considered by the grants award committee.



PROTECTING LIFE IN GLOBAL HEALTH ASSISTANCE:
The Recipient is required to comply with an additional provision that applies to this award. This provision is available at the bottom of the page on this website: https://www.state.gov/m/a/ope/index.htm 

The deadline for applications is June 5, 2020.
The Embassy Grants Officer Representative may contact you and schedule a site visit to assess the capabilities of your project.  If you have any questions, please contact:
U.S. Embassy
Small Grants Coordinator,
2417-9000 ext. 29-315,
SmallGrantsMbabane@state.gov
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PEPFAR Small Grants 
For the Benefit of People Living with Disabilities

Grant Details
Overview
The PEPFAR Small Grants for people living with disabilities is an initiative that will assist local organizations to implement small scale projects that address a range of HIV-prevention and treatment access issues affecting people living with disabilities in Eswatini.  
The PEPFAR Small Grants activities should prioritize those at highest risk of HIV infection, or most significant barriers to HIV testing and treatment.

Grant Information
It is anticipated that this program will award approximately 3 grants.  Generally, the size of the grants will be between US$5,000 - $25,000. Only under exceptional circumstances will the U.S. Embassy award grants above US$25,000.  Grants will be awarded for a one-year period ending on or before August 31, 2021  

Deadline for applications:  
The deadline for applications is June 5, 2020. Successful applicants should expect to receive a notice of funding by July 31, 2020. 
Funding Priorities
The PEPFAR Small Grants for people living with disabilities is an initiative that will assist local organizations to implement small scale projects that address a range of HIV-related issues affecting people living with disabilities in Eswatini.  Project activities should adhere to the guidelines listed below. While focused on people living with disabilities, all projects must demonstrate a link to HIV prevention, care or support.  There is no one ideal project.  However, successful projects share similar features. 
· Benefit as many people with disabilities as possible, rather than individuals. 
· Permit quick implementation and impact, using the entire grant by June 1, 2021. 
· Be able to measure results (for example, be able to tell how many people are reached with the project activity; how many people, enumerated by gender, are trained, etc.).  
· Be conducted by local organizations:  Non-governmental organizations, Community-based organizations, faith-based organizations, groups of people living with HIV/ AIDS and groups of people living with disabilities are encouraged to apply.  

PEPFAR Small Grants on people living with disabilities projects must align with one or more of the U.S Embassy priorities: 

· Support people living with disabilities and their households to decrease vulnerability to risk of becoming HIV-infected

· Implement activities aimed at reducing the discrimination of people living with disabilities and reducing barriers to HIV testing and treatment and HIV prevention services

· Linkage and referral to facility and community-based services like HIV testing or self-testing services and HIV care and treatment.  Support to identify organizations that the grantee can partner with to provide testing services can be provided by PEPFAR after submission of the grant application if needed.


Eligibility
Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), community-based organizations (CBOs), faith-based organizations (FBOs), groups of persons living with HIV or groups of persons living with a disability are eligible to apply.  Applicants must:
1. Demonstrate prior experience implementing projects of a similar level of complexity to the one proposed.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of HIV programming and/or programming for people with disabilities.
3. Provide evidence of having previously managed donor funds in similar amounts and activities for which they are requesting.
4. Demonstrate capacity for accountability and program implementation.
Organizations that already receive direct funding or substantial support from the PEPFAR program are not eligible.   Applicants should not duplicate already existing activities in their geographical area.
Review Process
Applications will be reviewed by a technical committee comprised of U.S. Embassy and PEPFAR staff members.  To be considered for funding, each PEPFAR Small Grants proposal must meet the criteria listed below:
1. Immediate Impact.  Projects should address an immediate need, be community-led, and clearly demonstrate a positive community impact.
2. Achievable and Realistic Timeframe.  Projects must be within the means of and skills of the beneficiary organization to operate and should be completed within performance period of the grant award. The performance end date for this grant is August 31, 2021.  Serious consideration will be given only to groups that submit applications with realistic, specific and well-developed budgets, and with thoroughly planned activities.
3. Proven Track Record.  Grants will only be given to groups that have a record of accomplishing similarly complex project objectives.  Generally, groups must have been in existence at least two years and be able to provide evidence of successful projects that have been carried out during that time period.
4. Effective Use of Funds.  Activities that benefit a large number of people are preferred.  The PEPFAR Small Grants cannot be used to support only a few selected individuals, scholarships, school fees, or food. Grantees must account for the funds they have spent, by submitting receipts for all expenditures.    
5. Use of Funds for Project Only.  Funds distributed under the PEPFAR Small Grants program cannot be used for salaries, motorized vehicles, religious instruction, organizational overhead fees, or any routine administration costs not directly related to the project activities.
6. Measurable Results.  To qualify for funding, your project must be able to measure how it will contribute to achieving the objectives of the PEPFAR Small Grants for the benefit of people with disabilities. Each project accepted for funding must report its results four times (quarterly) in the project life of one year.  
The Grant Process
The Small Grants Office reviews all proposals first. The Small Grants Coordinator will notify each applicant about the status of his/her proposal. If the proposal does not meet the funding guidelines, the applicant will be informed. If the proposal meets the criteria, the Coordinator will schedule a site visit to discuss the proposal and review the organization’s capacity. All projects eligible for funding are then reviewed by the U.S. Embassy Small Grants Committee, who recommends funding priorities to the Ambassador. 

The deadline for applications is June 5, 2020. 

The Small Grants office receives more proposals than it can fund. Careful preparation of the proposal will give your organization the best chance to qualify for funding.







PEPFAR Small Grants for the Benefit of People Living with Disabilities

Application for Funding
Instructions
Carefully read the Program Guidelines before filling out the application forms.  The maximum amount of funding is US$25,000. Proposals which exceed this amount will not be considered for funding except in exceptional circumstances.  Because resources are limited, and competition is intense, only well-organized proposals will receive funding.  When completing the forms, applicants should:
1. Type the application or use block print
2. Answer all questions completely
3. Use a separate sheet of paper if necessary
4. Emailed applications are preferable
5. Be sure to keep a copy of the application for your records
6. Completed applications can be delivered to the Consular entrance of the U.S. Embassy, or emailed to: SmallGrantsMbabane@state.gov  
The closing date for submitting proposals and completed application forms is June 5, 2020
Applications received after the closing date will not be considered.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applicants can access Federal Assistance Application SF 424,  Budget Information SF 424A and Non Constructive Programs SF 424B  from the following link:  https://www.grants.gov/ 
	For your application to be considered you MUST attach the following documents:
1. A copy of your organization’s constitution and/or by-laws.
2. A list of committee or board members with their names, addresses and phone numbers.
3. A copy of project bank account details, with recent bank/financial statement.
4. A map showing how to get to your project from a major road (if you are submitting your application by email, please send the map by post).
5. A copy of your organization’s registration with CANGO, NERCHA, Department of Social Welfare, or other relevant Government body.



Effective October 1, 2014, any organization or institution applying for a grant from the United States Government must have a Unique Entity Identifier. The U.S. Embassy in Swaziland recommends that interested applicants obtain this identifier by applying for a DUNS number.  The D-U-N-S® Number is a unique designator, independently and objectively assigned by the D&B Worldwide Network, which makes it easy to track organizations throughout their lifecycle.  Any organization applying for a grant must make this request themselves.  It takes a minimum of two days to receive a DUNS number but can take up to a few weeks.  Potential grantees in Swaziland should apply through the office in South Africa.  They can apply for a DUNS number online here:  http://www.dnbafrica.com/get_dunsnumber.html .  Applicants are required to submit their DUNS number when completing the Standard Form 424 application (see above).  A DUNS number is valid for the lifetime of an organization.  Only organizations, not individuals, need a DUNS number.
Organizations must also maintain a current and active SAM registration (www.SAM.gov) at all times while they have an active U.S. Federal Government award or an application under consideration by a U.S. Federal awarding agency.  The U.S. Department of State may not make an award to an applicant until the applicant has complied with all applicable DUNS and SAM requirements. If these requirements are not met, the Department may determine that the applicant is not qualified to receive an award and use this determination as a basis for making an award to another applicant.
Please note there is an extremely high demand for financial assistance and funds are limited. Incomplete applications will not be considered.
If you have any questions, please contact:
U.S. Embassy
Small Grants Coordinator,
+268 2417-9000 ext. 29-315,
SmallGrantsMbabane@state.gov

Content of Application
Please ensure:
•	The proposal clearly addresses the goals and objectives of this funding opportunity
•	All documents are in English
•	All budgets are in U.S. dollars
•	All pages are numbered
•	All Microsoft Word documents are single-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman font, with a minimum of 1-inch margins.

The Following Documents Are Required:
1. Mandatory application forms
•	SF-424 (Application for Federal Assistance – organizations) at www.grants.gov
•	SF424A (Budget Information for Non-Construction programs) at www.grants.gov
•	SF424B (Assurances for Non-Construction programs) at www.grants.gov

2. Summary Coversheet: Cover sheet stating the applicant name and organization, proposal date, program title, program period proposed start and end date, and brief purpose of the program.

3. Proposal: The proposal should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do. You may use your own proposal format, but it must include all the items below. A suggested template is provided. 
•	Proposal Summary: Short narrative that outlines the proposed program, including program objectives and anticipated impact.
•	Introduction to the Organization: A description of past and present operations, showing ability to carry out the program, including information on all previous grants from the U.S. Embassy and/or U.S. government agencies.
•	Problem Statement: Clear, concise and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed program is needed
•	Program Goals and Objectives:  The “goals” describe what the program is intended to achieve. The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals. These should be achievable and measurable.
•	Program Activities: Describe the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives. 
•	Program Methods and Design: A description of how the program is expected to work to solve the stated problem and achieve the goal. 
•	Proposed Program Schedule:  The proposed timeline for the program activities.  Include the dates, times, and locations of planned activities and events.
•	Key Personnel: Names, titles, roles and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the program.  What proportion of their time will be used in support of this program?  
•	Program Partners:  List the names and type of involvement of key partner organizations and sub-awardees.
•	Program Monitoring and Evaluation Plan: This is an important part of successful grants. Throughout the timeframe of the grant, how will the activities be monitored to ensure they are happening in a timely manner, and how will the program be evaluated to make sure it is meeting the goals of the grant?
•	Future Funding or Sustainability Plan:  Applicant’s plan for continuing the program beyond the grant period, or the availability of other resources, if applicable.

4. Budget Justification Narrative:  After filling out the SF-424A Budget (above), use a separate sheet of paper to describe each of the budget expenses in detail. 

5.  Attachments: 
•	1-page CV or resume of key personnel who are proposed for the program
•	Letters of support from program partners describing the roles and responsibilities of each partner
•	Official permission letters, if required for program activities
•	Unique Entity Identifier and System for Award Management (SAM.gov)
Application Submission
Proposals should be submitted via email to the U.S. Embassy in Eswatini at the following email address: SmallGrantsMbabane@state.gov

REQUIRED REGISTRATIONS:
All organizations applying for grants must obtain these registrations.  All are free of charge:
•	NCAGE/CAGE code 
•	Unique Identifier Number from Dun & Bradstreet (DUNS number) 
•	www.SAM.gov registration 

Step 1: Apply for an NCAGE number 
NCAGE application: Application page here: https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/scage/CageList.aspx  

Instructions for the NCAGE application process: https://eportal.nspa.nato.int/AC135Public/Docs/US%20Instructions%20for%20NSPA%20NCAGE.pdf. 
For NCAGE help from within the U.S., call 1-888-227-2423 
For NCAGE help from outside the U.S., call 1-269-961-7766 or email NCAGE@dlis.dla.mil for any problems in getting an NCAGE code. 

Step 2: After receiving the NCAGE Code, proceed to the DUNS application 
DUNS application: Organizations must have a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number from Dun & Bradstreet. If your organization does not have one already, you may obtain one by calling 1-866-705-5711 or visiting http://fedgov.dnb.com/webform
 
Step 3: Once you have been granted both your NCAGE code and your DUNS number you can register in SAM.gov at: https://www.sam.gov . SAM registration must be renewed annually. 
Any applicant listed on the Excluded Parties List System (EPLS) in the System for Award Management (SAM) is not eligible to apply for an assistance award in accordance with the OMB guidelines at 2 CFR 180 that implement Executive Orders 12549 (3 CFR, 1986 Comp., p. 189) and 12689 (3 CFR, 1989 Comp., p. 235), “Debarment and Suspension.” Additionally, no entity listed on the EPLS can participate in any activities under an award. All applicants are strongly encouraged to review the EPLS in SAM to ensure that no ineligible entity is included.
 Application Review Information
1. Criteria
Each application will be evaluated and rated on the basis of the evaluation criteria outlined below. The criteria listed are closely related and are considered as a whole in judging the overall quality of an application. 
Organizational capacity and record on previous grants: The organization has expertise in its stated field and has the internal controls in place to manage federal funds. This includes a financial management system and a bank account. Applicants must demonstrate their capacity for: 
•	Project management
•	Communication - written and oral
•	Monitoring and evaluation processes
•	Financial integrity
•	Appropriate staffing

Goals and Objectives / Program Planning / Ability to Achieve Objectives: Goals and objectives are clearly stated, and program approach is likely to provide maximum impact in achieving the proposed results. The project addresses one or more of the U.S. Embassy Eswatini Public Affairs Section priorities outlined previously.
Budget: The budget justification is detailed.  Costs are reasonable in relation to the proposed activities and anticipated results. The budget is realistic, accounting for all necessary expenses to achieve proposed activities. 
Monitoring and evaluation plan: Applicant demonstrates it can measure program success against key indicators and provide milestones to indicate progress toward goals outlined in the proposal. The program includes output and outcome indicators and shows how and when those will be measured.


 Federal Award Administration Information
1.	Federal Award Notices
The grant award or cooperative agreement will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient for review and signature by email. The recipient may only start incurring program expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer.
If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State. 
Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.
Payment Method: Payments will be made via EFT in at least two installments, as needed to carry out the program activities. For Swati bank accounts, the exchange rate on the date of the transaction will be used. 
Organizations whose applications will not be funded will also be notified via email.

2.	Administrative and National Policy Requirements
Terms and Conditions: Before submitting an application, applicants should review all the terms and conditions and required certifications which will apply to this award, to ensure that they will be able to comply.  These include:
2 CFR 200, 2 CFR 600, Certifications and Assurances, and the Department of State Standard Terms and Conditions, all of which are available at:  https://www.state.gov/u-s-department-of-state-standard-terms-and-conditions-2/
Note U.S. Flag branding and marking requirements in the Standard Terms and Conditions.  

3.	Reporting
Reporting Requirements: Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program reports.  The award document will specify how often these reports must be submitted. It is anticipated that reports will be due within thirty (30) days of each three-month period, and within ninety (90) days of the final completion of the award period.  

Federal Awarding Agency Contacts
If you have any questions about the grant application process, please contact the Small Grants Coordinator at SmallGrantsMbabane@state.gov
Note: We do not provide any pre-consultation for application related questions that are addressed in the NOFO. Once an application has been submitted, State Department officials and staff — both in the Department and at embassies overseas — may not discuss this competition with applicants until the entire proposal review process is completed.
 OTHER INFORMATION 
Guidelines for Budget Justification
Personnel: Describe the wages, salaries, and benefits of temporary or permanent staff who will be working directly for the applicant on the program, and the percentage of their time that will be spent on the program.
Travel: Estimate the costs of travel and per diem for this program. If the program involves international travel, include a brief statement of justification for that travel.
Equipment: Describe any machinery, furniture, or other personal property that is required for the program, which has a useful life of more than one year (or a life longer than the duration of the program), and costs at least $5,000 per unit.
Supplies: List and describe all the items and materials, including any computer devices, that are needed for the program. If an item costs more than $5,000 per unit, then put it in the budget under Equipment.
Contractual: Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract with a vendor.  Also describe any sub-awards to non-profit partners that will help carry out the program activities. 
Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs directly associated with the program, which do not fit in the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.
Indirect Costs:  These are costs that cannot be linked directly to the program activities, such as overhead costs needed to help keep the organization operating.  If your organization has a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate (NICRA) and includes NICRA charges in the budget, attach a copy of your latest NICRA. Organizations that have never had a NICRA may request indirect costs of 10% of the modified total direct costs as defined in 2 CFR 200.68.  
“Cost Sharing” refers to contributions from the organization or other entities other than the U.S. Embassy.   It also includes in-kind contributions such as volunteers’ time and donated venues.
Alcoholic Beverages:  Please note that award funds cannot be used for alcoholic beverages. 
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